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Letter from the Editor: "Down the Garden
Path"

“The first day of
spring was once
the time for taking
the young virgins
into the fields,
there in dalliance
to set an example
in fertility for
nature to follow.
Now we just set
the clocks an hour
ahead and change
the oil in the crankcase." - E.B. White, "Hot Weath One Man's
Meat, 1944

Although spring always arrives officially on Mar2B and is
determined by our heavenly flight through spacesté&as
determined by the phases of the moon. This Easter |
exceptionally early in its arrival. In fact it wilot come again so
early until well over 100 years. It is a joy to ghe days lengther
and the sun warm the earth again. It always remmmelshat we
are following in the steps of our ancestors andnatter how
many new gadgets or new types of communicatiorciensific
inventions appear we are still bound by the cydis/ered by
the sun and moon. We till the soil of the dinosatirs glacial
flows and the sands of volcanoes long ago. As gedewe have
inherited the earth as its guardians. It all souredy pompous
and exciting but in reality it means that we arefgeanother
season of work, of cleaning, digging, planting wiaggdwatering,
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mowing and finally, if we are lucky, and the elertseare willing,
we will harvest crops of fruit and flower, shadelahelter,
vegetable and vitamin.

Today, February 25, the snow has finally left mydga and the
ice has gone from the pond. Whether it has retdefategood is
another question. | have seen snow and frost tina&imiddle of
May. However these are rare occurrences and fipetioments.
Usually we have a nice week in the last part ofr&aty followed
by some unsettled weather in March as the seagems ®© battle
it out. Then April shows a definite preference ttog mild but
dampish clime. It isn’t until well into May that yacan safely
plant out those seedlings that all of you haveetsafter Mary
Bollen’s visit last month. It was interesting teesée large
turnout to hear our speaker discuss vegetable gagleA few
years ago it looked like raising your own food wassé. Only
“hippies” or the sentimental old timers plantedat pf edible
plants. Today the pendulum is swinging in the othezction.
Everyone wants to try their hand at providing sqgreduce for
their table and they are even reviving canning faeeizing skills.
Saving seeds is becoming stylish. The garden toomaittee will
have to start adding more vegetable gardens tootlte in the
coming years! (Did you notice that Mary is yet dretof those
knowledgeable speakers with a wicked sense of huPhbthink
most gardeners realize that you must be able tghlatiyour
mistakes or you would end up doing a lot of crying)

Page 2 Newsletter

This past sunny week has brought me out to sutvey {
damage done over the winter. Except for a few hmoke
branches courtesy of a bear desperate to strijy ¢éasr
apple off my trees before hibernation, we have a
minimum of tree litter. The snow has flattened the
heather and compacted the leaf mulch but the rokiihs
soon arrive and fluff it all up as they searchvi@mrms
and slugs. | have even started my spring pruningt F
cut my finger nails. | know that they are the fifsihgs
to go as | prepare to tackle my chores. | therhdaose
bushes, clearing out any broken, weak or crossaaches. | cut the remaining stems back by %2
to 1/3 with an outside facing bud at the top. |'tbke to be too drastic just incase we get sofne
severe weather in March and | have to re-cut tpe.tdhe fall and early winter heather will j

2

sheared now too. I try to cut out some of the gltecker stems right down to the ground an
shape the tops into a neat mound. The evergrers $eich as the sword ferns, can be cutb
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to make way for this spring’s new growth. The saheuld be done for the hellebores. | hav
and are easily snapped off. Without their leaves, @an see the shape of the tree more easi

SO interesting in the snow. The upright maples terge more uniform in growth and so nee
only a bit of tidying. | have several trees thall Wwe removed this year and | think I'll have m
apple trees properly pruned. The bears have Iyemsde a web of branches in some areas

have last season’s stalks removed before new grogdims.

Yes, there are many other chores to attend torasgsp
approaches. Cut back your hydrangeas to a good side
shoot, fertilize your rhubarb heavily, lime youwia,
destroy slugs, clean out bird’s nests, plant newsy
perennials and shrubs, weed, cut back your ornahent
grasses, divide hostas and feed with compost.. she |i
goes on and on and on.

It is a season of work but it is also a time whean cut
a few branches of flowering quince to force insidean
empty my winter containers by the doorway and fill

up a cake plate with primroses from the markenfillin the spaces between with moss and
shiny pebbles to make a table center adorned withroental bunnies and chicks. | can fill a
large pot with lettuce seeds and radishes in theosmn and await the first salad of the spring
Is an up-lifting season; a time, not just for ahcbiange and an hour’s leap forward, but a ne
beginning.

they pulled them in to get the fruit. Other frugishrubs such as blue berries and raspberrief

them with pots of flowing bulbs from the garden gt®o welcome Easter. | can likewise, loal

also started pruning the Japanese maples. Thebdaaches show up a lighter color at this tifpe

and decide which branches need to be eliminatgetithe gnarled shape that makes these tjees

can

MV
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Minutes General Meeting for February 18 th. 2008

Carol Robson opened the meeting.

Treasurer’'s Report: Dorte said that the money
reported as “miscellaneous” in the previous
Treasurer’s Report was actually the money to p
for the Christmas wreaths.

Correspondence: A notice of the B.C. Council 0
Garden Clubs’ AGM was received. This will be
March 29th in Burnaby. Club representatives w

gift funded by the Club. Colleen Polowich and Dawine offered to represent the Club.

have their registration and necessary small raffl
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Website: Dave asked that items of interest be teemim.
Newsletter: Ellen asked that anyone attending tradtie Garden Show or the Home and Gay
Show in Vancouver (both this upcoming weekend) sergport to her for inclusion in the
newsletter.

Garden Tour Committee: A meeting is needed
soon. Please let Carol know of your availability.

Refreshments: Colleen and Dawn were thanked for
their contributions.

Other Business:

Carol said that she will be converting some of her
flower beds to vegetables to provide organic, local
food for her family.

of her husband. Motion carried.

Seedy Saturday is being held at the Van Dusen @atrities weekend. Locally, seeds can be
brought to the plant exchanges held in April andoDer.

Nairn suggested that there should be a separg

committee or sub-committee to organise tours
This will be considered next year.

members open their gardens to other membel
for tea during the summer.
Carla asked whether there was a need locally
connect people with garden space to those
needing it?

Nairn then introduced the evening’s speaker, Maaldsi, the founder West Coast Seeds an

help them to do it.

Speakers for March, April and May:

It was mentioned that the Dunbar Garden Clul

Eleanor asked that a letter of condolence be sefvé Brealey of Billie’s Bouquet on the death

;

March 17:

len

te

-

ll its
extensive catalogue. One of her main aims is to@age people to grow their own food, and| to
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Justine Billon, who works at The Garden Centre anduam Road, will speak about Gar(uen
Design and Renovation. Justine has a diploma ird&eape Design.

April 21:

Ingrid Hoff will talk about one of her favouritepgas, Rhododendrons. Ingrid has a BSc
degree in Plant Sciences. She went from Horticaltbditor at Gardens West Magazine to
Horticultural Manager at the UBC Botanical Garded &entre for Plant Research. She is thg
Associate Horticulturist for Gardens West Magaz{ivée will also have a plant exchange thag
night. | am still waiting to hear whether we cavé#he meeting at the Railway Park.)

May 12:

The keynote speaker will be Carolyn Herriot
from Victoria. Carolyn is owner of The Garden
Path Nursery and author of the book A Year On
The Garden Path - A 52- Week Organic
Gardening Guide. (The book was published in
2005 and is already in its second printing.) She
also writes regularly for GardenWise Magazine.
Carolyn has been gardening organically for more
than 20 years. Her topic will be The New Victory
Garden - Food For The Future.

Page 4 Newsletter

OUR HISTORY: A Look Back Over Time.......

Part 2 Growing Pains.............

The next several years saw many

changes in the fledgling club and a
welcomed increase in membership.
But finding a place to hold meetings
was a big problem and the executivg
struggled with this for a long time. A}
the number of members grew to 25
plus, member’'s homes were too smgll
and various church halls, the senior
centre, and other venues were eithe
too costly or just not available. But
luck was with us! The new Squamisjh
Library had recently opened and

Maureen Painter (Head Librarian)

\"&4
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approached Jill Gould (Garden Club President) atifmipossibility of the garden club taking
care of the library gardens in exchange for a fezg-meeting place. (Minutes state: this is a
heck of a deal!') Once concerns about the distrigtisn members response to this proposal
were laid to rest, the Garden Club enthusiasticatisepted the offer and held the first meeting
at the Library on July 20th, 1998. Garden Club mersjpworking along with volunteers from
the Friends of the Library, held work parties fazeding, mulching and sometimes planting. ||
remember that one year we planted red and whi@ngens all along the front walkway. It wgk
a stunning display.

Our first newsletter was born! Marcie Philips iedited with being the first editor as she
struggled to learn Microsoft Word. Volume 1 (19%€gan with less than 1/2 sheet of news gnd
quickly expanded into a two column 3 page newdlettdl of information about nearby
gardening events, and feature articles. In 199dtles were raised to $15 so that the Club cguld
afford to make a $50 donation to the BC CounciGafden Club’s Scholarship Fund. The firgjt
perennial exchange was held in October in the pgrkat behind the Library.

The very first notable out of town speaker was nativer than David Tarrant who was bookegl
for April 30th 1998. This was intended to be a fuai$er for the Club and the evening was a
resounding success. All the tickets ($5 each famb®rs...what a bargain!) were sold without
any advertizing. The Club also held a raffle atekent which netted almost $125. Doug Boyfl
from the Garden Centre donated the container, glamid potting soil for David’s beautiful
planter, which was one of the coveted raffle priadarcie writes in the Newsletter: “You will
notice that | refer to him as David because heshagay of making you feel like he is a friend
and not a noted celebrity. Wouldn't it be wondettuhave an Annual David Tarrant Night? ”
It's a joy to read Marcie’s newsletters. She sha@s her own garden is progressing, conveys
her love of plants (especially roses), and invigzglers to stop by anytime for a cup of tea af|d a
walk down her garden paths.

The Garden Club soon realized that the Squamishrzonity would support events featuring
noted speakers and Steve Whysall came to Squamiihy of 1998. His slide show and talk
was another success and helped to put the Clubsenwe financial footing. The Squamish
Gardeners participated at Rose Park Day in Jun® 488 at the Fall Fair showing their
willingness to be involved in community service. Wlade a large purchase of a variety of
daffodil bulbs, sold them to members and to thdipwh the Fall Fair. Interesting meeting
programs were given by local residents—-Sandra @#ild Onion: identifying herbs) and
Karen Unger (making a living wreath with spring k).

But a change was about to happen. Tricia Scottpbtiee enthusiastic leaders in the Club,
moved to New Jersey. Jill Gould took over as PesgidViarcie Philips became Secretary /
Treasurer and the new position of Program Direst@s given to Pamela Dithurbide. Beth Ca
(later Johnston) volunteered to be newsletter edar newsletters took on a different look
thanks to Beth’s desktop publishing program andatthdition of clip art. Interesting captions
appeared such as Posies from the Prez, Seeds dbiwi\ll the Dirt and Where the Bees

Buzz. Garden Gourmet treated us to some intereggriges such as Garlic and Chive Mashgd

—
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file://C:\Squamish Gardeners\newslettermarch08 2/27/200:¢



Squamish Gardeners Newsle Page7 of 7

Potatoes and for those with a sweet tooth....Mochat Manaimo Bars. Yummy!

1999 was another banner year for the Club. Briantdfiagreed to speak in February and tal
about plant combinations, introducing us to blud bargundy ornamental grasses which kee
their foliage color all year round. A new communpioject was proposed: create a low
maintenance courtyard garden for the Howe Soundr&kzy School. The Club agreed to sp
$400 for plants. At the time that seemed to be &HWxpense just for plants. But have you
visited there recently? If you do, overlook thegdisting litter and you will see that most of th
original backbone plants are still thriving.

Kelly Pfleiderer hosted the Spring plant swap at

her acreage in Paradise Valley and everyone that

attended was given a bag of chicken manure.

Now only a gardener could get excited about

that! Marcie Phillips learned all those Latin plant

names and became Squamish’s First Master

Gardener. Members generously shared their

gardening expertise with us: Audrey Peterson

talked about shade plants, Christine Bennett

showed us how to make garden stepping stones,

and Ellen Grant toured us through her huge

garden on a beautiful August evening. New

member Alison Sturton entertained us with her edoquarticles in our newsletters under the
title Rambling Rose. She describes touring Ellgaisden as “a journey of discovery”. Alison
and Carolyn Grass designed our logo and the pertagplamish Gardener’s sign. But the
highlight of the year was without doubt, the fiasthual Squamish Garden tour held on July
10th. 12 Gardens were on that tour and the rdssiery.

This is the end of my story. If you've stuck witkerthis far and your name has not been
few. Without a doubt, the success our Club enjodsay is based on the seeds sown by the €
Squamish Gardener’s pioneers. Bravo! By Beth Firaga

Submitted by Beth Fitzpatrick

mentioned, | apologize. Many faithful members ciimtied greatly to the early success of the
club: Kathleen Brennan, Debbie Donahue, Nancy SouttMoira Begin-Pound to name just ¢

P

arly

file://C:\Squamish Gardeners\newslettermarch08 2/27/200:¢



